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Recent Appointments in Washington
Office.--In January 1988, Dr. David Challinor
became Executive Director of the Darwin Scientific
Foundation, Inc. He has served as Secretary for the
Americas (Administration) for the Charles Darwin
Foundation since 1966 and he is a longtime associate of
the Galápagos community.
In March 1988, the Galápagos program gained a
new full-time staff member, Lisa Minichiello, who is
based in the Smithsonian Institution. Ms. Minichiello is
Program Assistant to Dr. Challinor for Charles Darwin
Foundation and Darwin Scientific Foundation matters.
She previously worked in the Smithsonian's
Quincentenary Programo Lisa is a native
Washingtonian and is fluent in Spanish.
Lisa's first tasks in her new position involve
preparing a financial report of the Darwin Scientific
Foundation for the Leiden meeting and publishing the
minutes of the first meeting of the Darwin Scientific
Foundation's Board. She is also in charge of organizing
themail solicitation program directed at recent
Galápagos visitors. Gradually, she will be absorbing
many of the duties previously performed by Mrs.
Marsha Sitnik. Lisa is delighted to be working on
furthering the causes of Galápagos through the Darwin
Scientific Foundation, Inc. and the Charles Darwin
Foundation.
El Niño Volume Available.--Copies of El
Niño in the Galápagos Islands: the 1982-1983 Event (El
Niño en las Islas Galápagos: el Evento de 1982-1983)
edited by Gary Robinson and Eugénia M. del Pino are
now available through the Smithsonian Institution,
Secretary for the Americas (Administration), P.O.
Box 37481--0BC, Washington, D.C. 20013 for $15.
This bilingual collection of articles totaling 543 pages
and focusing on the El Niño phenomenon was produced
by the Charles Darwin Foundation. El Niño events
occur frequently but the climatic swings experienced
in 1982-83 were of unprecedented magnitude and
resulted in a myriad of biological and physical effects
on the islands and the surrounding ocean waters. Due
to production and transportation problems, so me of
these copies are not in perfect condition, but all are
serviceable for anyone wanting to know more about
this complex and fascinating subject.
Ira Wiggins Dies.--The Galápagos community
was saddened to hear of the death on 28 November
1987 of Ira L. Wiggins, Emeritus Professor of Biology
at Stanford University and eminent authority on
plants. Dr. Wiggins, together with Duncan M. Porter,
authored the classic work entitled Flora 01 Galápagos
first published in 1971. This compilationhas been the
primary base for much subsequent work on the plants
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of Galápagos and has guided the thoughts of many
researchers interested in the terrestrial ecology and
distribution of organisms in the Archipelago.
Nominations to the Royal Society.--Two
longtime associates of Galápagos, Sir Peter Scott and
Dr. Peter Grant, were honored in 1987 by being
elected as Fellows of the Royal Society in England.
Peter Grant is the author of numerous publications
on the ecology and evolution of Darwin's finches. A
review of his recent book appears in this issue. He has
worked on Galápagos subjects during a majority of his
years as a professional biologist and his election
reflects favorably on his achievements as well as on
the importance of scientific research in Galápagos. Sir
Peter Scott has made numerous contributions to
science and conservation globally as well as in England
and in Galápagos. Both men deserve the honor and best
wishes of the Galápagos community.
Index to Noticias de Galápagos.--Through
the personal interest and enthusiasm of John Woram, a
Noticias reader with a flair for detail and computers,
an index to Noticias de Galápagos has been written and
made available to the editors. Woram wrote a
computer program using the BASICA language and then
assembled a computer file by scanning all back issues
of Noticias. He catalogued all articles recording
author, title, citation, major subject headings, and a
brief annotation. The program allows a rapid search
through the file, selecting citations on the basis of
author, title, or subject headings. The index runs on
any MS DOS micro-computer and probably could be
adapted to other machines with minimal changes. At
present the index spans 344 citations from Noticias
Numbers 1-44.
The index may be useful to persons interested in
the history of the Foundation, Research Station, Park,
or Galápagos in general. Anyone desiring more
information or wishing to volunteer to help improve
and maintain this index is encouraged to contact the
editor. Readers are reminded that back issues of
Noticias are available for use in many university and
museum libraries.
Dictionaries Wanted--Used or New.--
Anyone familiar with the educational, interpretive,
research, and conservation programs in Galápagos is
also aware of the importance that both the Spanish and
English languages play in day-to-day activities. The
Park and Station, and their programs that extend
throughout Galápagos, need significant numbers of
Spanish/English and English/Spanish dictionaries.
Talks, reports, proposals, and educational materials
must be prepared and presented; visiting students,
researchers, and guests need to be oriented; and
information must be exchanged between people whose
predominant language is either Spanish or English.
Nearly everyone has at least occasional need to
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communicate in more than one language. Acquiring up
to 50 dictionaries is one step toward doing a better job
in all of these tasks. Thus we are asking readers of
Noticias to consider donating one or more dictionaries,
either used or new, for use in Station and Park
facilities and programs. Donations can be sent to the
editor who will forward them to Galápagos.
International Workshops Focus on
Galápagos.--Under the leadership of Ing. Humberto
Ochoa, Servicio Parque Nacional Galápagos, and Dr.
Gunther Reck, Charles Darwin Research Station, a
variety of Galápagos programs are undergoing review
and renewed focus. For two of these complex
programs, plants and reptiles, this process has
stimulated the organization of international workshops
to bring together experts in their respective fields
with the objectives of reviewing and evaluating these
areas, and recommending the directions future
research and management should take.
The Botany Workshop, funded by the MacArthur
Foundation, was held 11-18 April 1987 and attracted
attendees from throughout Ecuador and the world. The
proceedings of the workshop will be published with the
aid of the Missouri Botanical Garden.
The Reptile Workshop, funded by the Tinker
Foundation, will take place 29 May-8 June 1988. The
results of this workshop will be published with the help
of the Tinker Foundation and the University of New
Mexico.
Both events were located in Galápagos to maximize
the number of Park and Station personnel in attendance
and to promote a feeling of direct involvement of local,
national, and foreign participants alike. The
participants included: research scientists, academic
personnel, government representatives, students,
managers, and distinguished guests. The workshops
were organized to sequentially review the current
scientific knowledge for these organisms, to identify
priorities for future research, to evaluate past and
ongoing management programs, and, most importantly,
to develop management priorities and strategies for
the future.
Important topics during the Botany Workshop
included: control of introduced plant species, recovery
of plant communities damaged by introduced mammals,
documentation and monitoring of plant communities
throughout the islands, evaluation of human impacts on
plants in colonized zones, and rational use of plants to
minimize changes in the Galápagos flora.
Primary topics in the Reptile Workshop will be:
endangered species recovery, the role of captive
propagation, mínimal population sizes, interisland and
populational diversity, and the management of reptile
communities.
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THE LOSS OF BEAGLE IV
The Galápagos community suffered a tragic loss
just prior to dawn on 30 August 1987 when the
Charles Darwin Research Station's research vessel,
Beagle IV, was destroyed after going ashore on a
rocky beach on the southern coast of Santa Cruz.
Fortunately, no serious injuries were sustained by the
three crew members aboard at the time of the
incident. The Beagle IV was en route to Daphne Major
to pick up biologists who had completed a several-
month study of Darwin's finches when the accident
occurred. After departing Academy Bay at about
0300, the Beagle took an easterly course. Within an
hour of her departure from port, she was stranded on
the rocky shore near Punta Nuñez. With each
successive wave, she was buffeted higher onto the
rocks lining the coast at this point. An official
investigation of the accident determined the cause to
be human error in failure to use proper procedures in
setting the Beagle's course. Once the boat had run
aground, the crew was helpless to do anything bul
struggle ashore Ihrough the heavy surf. One crew
member then made his way on foot back to the Darwin
Station to summon help.
By mid-morning, several vessels from Academy
Bay, personnel from the Darwin Station and the
National Park, visiting scientists, and Galápagos
residents alike mobilized to offer assistance. Many
people made the 2 hour hike along Ihe rugged coastline
from Puerto Ayora lo the accident site carrying food,
water, dry clolhing, and camping gear to prepare for
the eventualily of having to remain for some time to
aid in the rescue. Others swam ashore in heavy surf
from boats gathered offshore. AII worked unselfishly
for long hours lightening the boat and salvaging
removable equipment. Everything taken from the boal
had to be carried across the slippery, uneven rocks,
from the Beagle IV to the shore. Many rescuers
suffered bruises, sprained backs, and abrasions in the
process. Fifty-gallon barreis and ropes were floaled
ashore from an offshore barge for possible use in
floating the Beagle. It was heartening to watch the
cooperation of everyone working tirelessly side by
side in what was not just a tragedy for the Darwin
Station, but rather a loss to the entire Galápagos
community.
In the end after careful assessment of the
situation, refloating the Beagle was judged impossible.
The exceptionally high tides on the day of the accident
had pushed the vessel too high onto the shore, the
rocks had gouged major holes in the fiberglass hull, the
high waves coming ashore. all day had continually
crushed and dislodged any flotalion aids attached
alongside the vessel, and the potential for injury to
workers near the wreckage was too great.
